
    

 

 

Shaping Space: Architectural Models Revealed - Educational Workshops 

Building on the themes explored within the exhibition Shaping Space-Architectural Models 

revealed, the V&A and the Building Centre Shaping Space team will be delivering a suite of 

educational workshops, on site and in schools, and focused teacher CPD, to engage 

learners with architectural model making practices through exploration of materials, spaces 

and wider architectural concepts. 

The workshops, which will be delivered to learners from KS2 to KS5, have been designed 

to consider different styles of learning that encourage the development and 

acknowledgement of tacit and embodied skills, enabling the learners to demonstrate 

knowledge and understanding in multiple ways, and use this to consider how embodiment 

is applied when shaping our physical world.  

Learners will be encouraged to engage with historical and contemporary practices of 

architectural model making, explore thinking through making and develop cross curricular 

skills and understanding through engagement with the Shaping Space workshop 

programme. 

Key Stage Two 

Key stage two learners will be invited to participate in three workshops that explore scale, 

city planning and electronics that will develop co-design, collaborative thinking and model 

making skills, including a trip to the Building Centre for inspiration.  

Key Stage Three 

Key stage three learners will be invited to explore how to design specialist environments, 

considering the construction of spaces for entertainment and aspiration, over three 

workshops including a trip to the Building Centre. Learners will be encouraged to develop 

and apply creative thinking practices.  

 

Key Stage Four and Five 

Key stage four learners of Design and Technology will be invited to participate in three 

workshops, including a trip to the Building Centre, to explore traditional and alternative 

modelling materials, including bioplastics and cork. Learners will be encouraged to take 

risks within an iterative design thinking model of learning.  

CPD 

A specialist CPD event will be held for teachers of Design and Technology and Art and 

Design who wish to explore pedagogies of embodied and tacit skill building through 

architectural model making.  

Shaping Space: Architectural Models Revealed is funded by the Arts and Humanities 

Research Council through Follow on Funding for Impact and Engagement (Principal 

investigator Dr. Simona Valeriani, co-investigator Dr. Marta Ajmar). It is also supported by 

the Built Environment Trust and the V&A. 

The educational programme builds on the work carried out at the V&A Research Institute 

(VARI) in the framework of the Encounters on the Shop Floor project, led by Dr. Marta 

Ajmar. 

https://www.vam.ac.uk/research/projects/vari-encounters-on-the-shop-floor

